
HIV NEEDS ASSESSMENT FOR PEOPLE OF COLOR IN 

TENNESSEE

Charles Williams, Ph.D.

Alcohol and Drugs Prevention Research Center

The University of Memphis

3820 Desoto Avenue, Suite 219

Browning Hall 

Memphis TN 38152



INTRODUCTION

º The HIV Needs Assessment Survey for People of Color in Tennessee 
was initiated as a collaborative effort between the aforementioned, 
along with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
HIV/AIDS Community Services Division, Tennessee Department of 
Health (TDH), Tennessee Minority Health and Community 
Development Coalition (TMHCDC), Tennessee State University 
(TSU), and Williams, Williams and Associates. Recognizing the 
tremendous capacity of each entity to address HIV/AIDS and other 
STD prevention needs among Tennesseans of color 

º The purpose of the study was to determine how available resources for 
HIV/AIDS and other STDs prevention might be better appropriated 
to effectively address the identified needs of populations of color in 
Tennessee.



METHODOLOGY

ºPlanning

· The planning committee for the project met regularly for months 

prior to the initiation of the project and was guided in its activities by a 

participatory action research process.

·With the dynamics understood, the committee used collective 

leadership and decision-making to plan the needs assessment survey 

which was used as the primary data collection tool for the project. 



ºCareful attention was also given to developing a needs 

assessment survey that would identify the needs of 

populations of color regarding HIV/AIDS and STD 

prevention in Tennessee to

· Assess the prevalence of HIV/AIDS risk behaviors among 

identified populations 

· Establish a baseline of knowledge of HIV/AIDS and other 

STD prevention services; 

· And to identify potential barriers to HIV/AIDS and other 

STD prevention services among populations surveyed. 

METHODOLOGY (C ONT ..)



º Data Collection

· The HIV Needs Assessment Survey for People of Color in Tennessee
contains fifty-three questions. The survey focused primarily on assessing 
demographics, delivery of HIV/AIDS prevention activities, care needs, and 
understanding respondentsõ lifetime sexual history and sexual behavior in the 
past year.

· The format specifically included forty-six multiple-choice questions, six 
Likert Scale questions, and one open-ended question.

· The survey was administered statewide by selected community 
health workers and HIV prevention providers through prevention 
service agencies, health clinics, homeless shelters, syringe 
exchange programs, the Tennessee Community Planning Group, 
drug treatment facilities and minority contractors with the 
HIV/AIDS Division at TDH.
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QUESTIONS OF INTEREST FOR PROJECT INITIATION

What are the HIV-related risk behaviors of the target population (i.e., people of color)?

To what extent does the target population receive HIV prevention services?

What barriers to access or HIV prevention service use do members of the target population 
experience or perceive?

What strategies or interventions work best with the target population?

What HIV prevention or related resources and services are currently available, accessible, and 
appropriate for these populations?

Do differences exist between specific subpopulations of color (e.g., MSM, youth, sex workers, 
etc.) regarding HIV prevention needs and access issues?

What identified differences exist for specific subpopulations regarding HIV prevention and 
service Access?



FINDINGS



Distribution by Gender



Distribution by Ethnicity


