
How it all got started…
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What’s in it for us?
Local Attitudes Prior to Partnering

• Researchers come and then they go…

• Folks in Atlanta don’t tend to understand us

• In SWGA, we “take care of our own”



Local Capacity Building

• The Cancer Coalition’s early leaders 
recognized a need for research expertise from 
a major academic center



Early Partnership Experiences
Told us that Emory would:

• Respectour local culture, norms, and 
traditions

• Involve local representatives in a real 
way- throughout planning and 
implementation

• Bring resources to our area– to residents 
and to professionals
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• Southwest Georgians now see the benefits and 
believe in the value of the partnership

• TRUST strengthens as we continue partnering 
with mutual respect

Research Partnerships: 
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There is A LOT in it FOR US!!!


